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Palaces

JEHBFRY | 2021.4.16 (FRL) 19:30 (1B : Z23f@48) Palaces: Outside In
2021.4.17 (SAT.) 14:30 (+E& : Z=Xfa48) Palaces: Outside In
2021.4.17 (SAT.) 19:30 (+FB& : #iEiE) Palaces: Inside Out
2021.4.18 (SUN.) 14:30 (1R : &gi@iE) Palaces: Inside Out

EHHEL | ESEEEIPE National Theater
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© Duration: each episode is 165 minutes, with a 15-minute intermission.

© The production contains scenes of nudity, adult intimacy, crude language, smoking,
violence and high volume sound. Audience discretion is advised.

© The age guidance is 13+.

© Mostly in Taiwanese, with Chinese and English surtitles on Friday and Sunday, and Taiwanese
and English surtitles on Saturday.

© Post-show talk: 4.18 (SUN.) at the lobby of the National Theater.
FMEBEMRBHENBEEE  The program is subject to change.
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TIFA, To Inspire. For All
Building an Essential Sanctuary of
Inspiration

Today, in a world altered by the
pandemic, the NTCH tries to explore the
existence value of the theatre under such a
drastic change, and the 13th TIFA—Taiwan
International Festival of Arts—is the medium
which aims to create an inspirational
sanctuary where conversations can be
sparked and creativities inspired.

In this post-pandemic world, artists in
Taiwan are searching for answers to various
agendas in life with their exuberant creative
energies. International artists who can't travel
to Taiwan accept our invitations and take on
the challenges to co-organize live streaming
performances and exhibitions.

We are expecting TIFA to be the
platform where domestic and international
artists can voice their creativities which
reflect current society and transform
into innovative proposals towards future
theatre’s development. By means of hosting
comprehensive and diverse promotional
events, themed theatre tours and inclusive
services which are constantly evaluated and
improved, we are motivated to make theatre
an irreplaceable haven for our minds.

To Inspire. For All—TIFA’s essence,
existence value of the theatre and the
NTCH’s note to self.

About Palaces

Every city has a building much akin to an
“urban tumor”: impossible for both owners
to sell off and potential buyers to afford. Such
a building is once the embodiment of the

most diverse array of entertainment and the
purest lust for life of the youth. The upper
levels of the building are cramped residential
spaces owned by once hopeful investors and
small families. However, the building slowly
gave way to demise with every scandal and
incident, albeit in prime location. Palaces
is set in one such building. The plot is
composed of ten storylines inspired by “the
Five Great Taiwanese Legends of Mysterious
Cases”.

The story starts from the once glorious
1990s and spans three decades, tracking
the stories and relations of the building’s
residents. A suspicious occupational accident,
a failed businessman’s suicide, the beginning
and end of an affair, an overdue long-term
care issue, and relentless knocks on the
door—these are some of the snippets in
Palaces: Outside In. As for Palaces: Inside

Out, the audience encounter everlasting
phone scam, a murder under the witness
of deities, the magic of turning enemies
into allies, the perplexed leader of a new
religion, and the pain from revisiting past
relationships.

Outside In
[ The Construction ]

It is the early 1990s, and the Golden
International Building is close to completion.
Phok-a and his wife Mei-ling, workers on
the construction site, sneak their infant
son Yoyo to work because there is no one
else to take care of him at home. The site
manager A-piann discovers this, and coerces
the couple for sexual favors. However, after
getting his way with Mei-ling, A-pidnn goes
back on his words and fires the couple...
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[ The Mirror of Retribution ]

Hsu-heng, the son of Chiu, a fortuneteller,
and his wife Chia-yu, a rich businesswoman,
has been kidnapped. After paying the
ransom, Hsu-heng is still nowhere to be
found. Chiu and Chia-yu’s marriage dissolves
soon after. Since then, Chiu has completely
let himself go and lives in squalor. The self-
sabotage takes a turn when he finds a
mysterious telephone set...

[ The Bed of Fire ]

Yi-hui, who works at the bowling center
inside the Golden International Building,
finds herself in a love triangle with the owner’s
son Tsung-han and her colleague A-tsiong. In
1999, the Building is deemed a public safety
hazard in the wake of the Jiji Earthquake,
leading to a halt in all commercial activities.
Unable to pay off his loans, the owner
commits suicide. Yi-hui, Tsung-han, and
A-tsiong’s conflicts also take a tragic turmn...

[ The Echo ]

Chung-ming, the district police officer,
runs a clandestine underage prostitution
operation in the residential units of the
Golden International Building. Pao-hui forces
her daughter A-tang into the business, with
her son A-siG acting as A-tang's personal
driver and bodyguard. Chun-chun, A-sid’s
wife, is a hairdresser. Their short-lived, happy
marriage ends after A-sit dies from a drug
overdose. Chung-ming starts plotting ways to
prevent Chun-chun from revealing the source
of the drugs...

[ The Rain of Needles ]
Li-yue spends all her time thinking about
how to turn her life around. She cannot
bear to selfishly abandon her family like her

husband Wen-cheng did, so she decides
to render her demented father-in-law, her
demanding mother-in-law, and her socially
withdrawn son Chien-chih unconscious
before murdering them and committing
suicide herself. The rain from the Typhoon
Morakot starts leaking into the room...

Inside Out
[ The Collapse ]

Since the completion of the Golden
International Building, Yoyo has come of age
without his mother Mei-ling, who apparently
died from an “industrial accident”. Under his
father Phok-a’s instructions, Yoyo becomes
a master manipulator and a fraudster. Chia-
yu soon becomes his target. Yoyo attempts
to get close to her by exploiting her pain of
having lost her son, and gaslighting her into
believing that he empathizes with her, as he
is motherless himself. Chia-yu's ex-husband
Chiu, however, sees through Yoyo's ruse...

[ The Bell ]

A-tsiong struggles to hold a job after
completing his sentence in prison, but he has
no complaints because Yi-hui is now his wife.
He finally finds a job as a butcher, and moves
into Golden International with his wife. Their
relationship soon sours. Yi-hui starts paying
visits to their neighbor "light artist" An-jan's
studio. Under An-jan’s guidance, she starts
remembering the past that she would much
rather forget...

[ Godless ]

Chien-chih, an atheist, starts a killing
spree in front of a Matsu temple. One dies
and many are injured as a result. Still he
refuses to confess the reason behind his
crimes. None of the victims knew him, and
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his mother Li-yue also cannot understand his
action. The reason only becomes clear when
the police discover the special identity of one
of the victims...

[ Ghosts Talking ]

Chun-yang is assigned to serve as the
public defender to Chien-chih, who was
prosecuted for indiscriminate homicide.
Chun-yang gradually reveals his dark side
to Chien-chih with each subsequent visit.
Meanwhile, Chung-ming, imprisoned for the
murder of Chun-yang's sister Chun-chun, has
just completed his sentence...

[ The Reunion ]

While refurbishing the movie theater,
the workers discover Hsu-heng's remains.
Chiu and Chia-yu finally reunite with their
son. But the question remains as to who the
kidnappers were, and why someone bailed
out despite having received the ransom.
Was this purely a coincidence? It turns out
that everyone in this scene has crossed path
before they are gathered once again in the
Golden International Building...

At Our Theatre, we believe in the power
of teamwork.

Our Theatre was founded in Chiayi, a
city in Southern Taiwan. Our mission is to
develop an artistic vision distinct from urban
perspectives by incorporating local cultures
into modern theater. We are also committed
to bring performing arts to the masses, and
seek opportunities for contemporary “folk
theater”. Over 18 years, we have enjoyed
more than 700 performances and several
nominations for the Taishin Arts Award.
We have also had the honor to represent

Taiwan in several international festivals
including Edinburgh Festival Fringe in the
UK, and Sibiu International Theatre Festival in
Romania.

Director | Wang Jhao-cian

Wang Jhao-cian is the founder and
artistic director of Our Theatre. He also
founded an experimental theater in Chiayi
City in 2018. Artist-in-residence at the NTCH
2021-2022. With the encouragement of his
mentor, Professor Lu Ai-ling, he returned to
his hometown and founded Our Theatre
after graduating from National Taipei
University of the Arts. Our Theatre’s mission
is to bridge folk culture and modern theater,
by conducting in-depth field investigation
domestically, and actively seeking
opportunities to present locally-rooted
productions on the international stage.

Playwright | Wu Ming-lun

Borned in Chiayi City. Winner of Taiwan
Literature Awards’ Best Scripts Award and
Lin Rong-san Literary Award’s Best Short
Story Award. Artist-in-residence at the NTCH
2019-2020. Now an in-house playwright at
Our Theatre. Wu Ming-lun draws inspiration
from life and death, deities and demons. She
re-interprets folk religions through a modern
lens, emphasizing local culture to create
uniquely Taiwanese stories.
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